This was now the situation at Taliesin.
Levi touched upon that too. 'The bank will look after things for you
while you are gone.
'Everything is in their hands and they'll do that to protect themselves/
'But I have a feeling, Levi, that if I turn my back on this fight and hide
or run away as you suggest, I'll lose what I have been fighting for* It isn't
my conviction nor my style. I don't know how to carry on along those
lines. I already regret what I did with the bank/
I pleaded: 'Why not let me stand up to this business and fight it out?
Use me. I am all right—ethically if not morally—much as it may look
the other way. You know it. Now why not allow me the courage of my
convictions—and to stand by?'
Said Levi, 'You forget, Frank. There is your child. There is where they
have you. And Olgivanna can't stand any more of this. She is under a
terrible strain.'
'I know,' I said, 'But so long as we are all together, that can't matter so
much as it would if we were separated.'
'Well,1 impatiently, 'you'll all be together—the way I suggest. Think
it over.*
I did. And I refused.
But Levi wouldn't give up. Olgivanna herself thought it wise to go.
And by appeals on behalf of Olgivanna and the child—Levi won his point.
One had to respect his forceful sincerity- As a lawyer, he was right enough.
And his uprightness has never been questioned.
My little family and I were to set out in the Cadillac for somewhere.
Why not go to Minneapolis? Minnetonka was beautiful. The Thayers
were there. It was September. That was not what Levi wanted. He was
thinking of Canada, I guess. But I knew if Olgivanna left the country in
the circumstances I would have a hard rime ever getting her back again.
I wasn't going that far. Together we might stand—divided we would
surely fall.
So we drove up the Mississippi along the river and over it at La Crosse
into Minneapolis.
We didn't know atthe time that we had by doing so given the Federals
a chance to declare a federal crime. Had we known enough to get out and
walk across the line we should have committed no crime. That is the way
laws work.
We found a charming cottage at Minnetonka owned by a Mrs. Simp-
son. I persuaded her that she needed a vacation and she let us take the
house as it stood and for three months—the time Levi had specified. She
let her accounts stand as they were in her name. We to be her guests in
her absence.
We were to be the Richardsons or something. We kept forgetting to
remember who we were.
We stowed the Cadillac with the "Victoria top away in the Simpson
garage and took to Cleaver's sailboat on the lake asd went walking in the
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